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Good Morning Mayor, ladies and gentlemen. I am humbled and honoured to be standing here today with members of my local community to receive this wonderful award.  I would like to thank the Mayor, Mr Cassidy and Ashfield Council for presenting me with this award today. Knowing that your local community supports you is a great confidence booster for someone my age and I greatly appreciate it 
I would also like thank my history teacher, Ms Stott, who not only nominated me for this but has strived in every way possible to guide me and open my eyes to opportunities. Ms Stott has an enduring passion for history and community activism that has made me aware and motivated me to learn about the significance of Australia’s history and identity as well as becoming more involved with both the school and local community. Without her strong support and encouragement with my endeavours I would not have been able to become take part in the initiatives and projects that now hold great interest for me. Thankyou Ms Stott. I would also like to thank my loving family who have encouraged and supported me throughout.
I enjoy learning about Australia’s history and the Premier’s ANZAC Memorial Scholarship gives me a great opportunity to reflect and learn from the comradeship, courage determination and spirit of the ANZACS. Hopefully when the tour is over I will be able to bring my new understanding of the ANZACs place in our history and identity back to our community. This is important because I feel my generation has a responsibility to ensure that the memory of the ANZACs and their sacrifices continues to be a large part of our identity as Australians, because it would also be a tragedy if we were to forget what they did to protect the freedoms of others.  
I also enjoy my involvement in my School’s Climate Change Committee which aims to raise awareness about the challenges that face us this century as well as implementing practical action such as the installation of solar panels, recycling programs and tree planting in my school. 
I’ve enjoyed the projects I have been involved in and hope that in some way I’ve contributed to a greater awareness of Australia’s past and issues that face us in the present. I value the fact that Australians celebrate today, Australia day, because it reminds us all of what it means to be Australian in this wonderful country of ours. 
Thank you once again for your support and for this award which I shall treasure. 

Have a great Australia day!
Joshua Favaloro


