Silvan Rus


Silvan’s Australia Day Speech 2010
G’day everyone and Happy Australia Day!

I am a man of Russian, Italian and Chinese ancestry, but first and foremost a proud Australian. Although I am limited to drawing stick figures in regards to visual arts, my fields of artistic expression lie in dramatic art and music of which I have discovered in myself through attending a school that I graduated last year right here in Ashfield.

A turning point in my life would’ve been becoming a part of the De La Salle College Ashfield Community. A place where I found myself, discovered new aspects of my potential and heard my calling to be a performer; each promoted by my school’s motto: ‘Esto Vir’ – to be the best man you can be. Receiving this award is a huge honour so I would like to dedicate this to my mentors at the College. In particular: Mr Andrew Houseman, Mr David Webster, Mr Ashley Pereira, Mr Marcel Hachem, Mr Nick Manganus, Ms Claire Axman, Mr Adam Fraser and Ms Paula Stott whom each have had a significant influence on their students as not only do they do their duty in educating the future of Australia but they’ve inspired and ignited the fires in their hearts to hear their true calling as they have done for me to be the best man I can be. I also owe my mum, brother and friends a huge thank you as they have greatly influenced me to become the man I am today.
I would also like to take this opportunity to point out that there is a lack of support in the performing arts, and that even though the schools in Ashfield are not Performing Arts Schools, it should be recognised that the arts are essential in teaching vital values such as empathy, emotions that define us as human beings and essentially in creating a greater sense of community because the natural reaction to the arts is uniting people as one, transcending barriers that divide us. This is what I believe Australia is about and what Ashfield Council has successfully achieved in creating a greater sense of community and I hope shall continue to strive to do so in further promoting the Arts.

The La Sallian Community in Ashfield has been and still is something that I have been proud of. Particularly, my mates and peers I grew up with as I was surrounded by talented artists, singers, dancers, actors, guitarists, pianists and so on... My year 10 History teacher/Debating and Public Coordinator is also a bloody awesome drummer, and I still recall very fondly of our great jam sessions during recess and lunch or before sport. I’d also used to turn up late for sport because I wasn’t very good at it.
Nonetheless, creativity is becoming more and more accessible and something that I envisage shall become greatly accessible to the youth in this community. So that a teenager can proudly say to his or her parents, “I wanna be a musician because it taps into the emotions of the human being in no other way possible” or proudly say to his or her lover that even though it might not pay well, “I wanna be an artist because it evokes feeling and provokes thought,” or that “I wanna be an actor because I am an athlete of the human condition.” Ultimately, all art forms are a means of human expression and I believe that God has given us these gifts because it creates harmony, unity, clarity and joy which transcends the barriers of time which shall reach everyone on the planet. For I foresee that our mentality will become: 
I dance therefore I am, I write because I have a pen, I sing because I have a voice and I express for I am human.

And so I proudly accept this award as a proud Australian Artist.

Cheers,

Happy Australia Day!!

